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How does a young researcher fit in to a 
company of over 110,000 employees 
spread across the globe? A perspective 
from an ISU alumni nearly four years after 
earning his PhD and joining the ranks of a 
Heterogeneous Catalyst R&D Division of 
BASF. The technical challenges of industrial 
research and development are 
multifaceted and solved by large 
multidisciplinary teams. What does it take 
to contribute to making a lab scale 
discovery and solving the challenges of 
taking it to market? Which skills are 
developed on the job and which skills are 
employers looking for in entry level 
employees? A day in the life of an 
industrial researcher. 
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